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“The President-~ 
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Washington, D.C.20500 


Dear Mr. President: 


Some time ago, I asked for your help in preventing the Office of 
Management and Budget (hereinafter OMB) from doing away with the 
driver's logbook for interstate truck drivers. At that time, it 
appeared that OMB would deny the Federal Highway Administration's 
(hereinafter FHWA) needed approval for the logbook form, thereby 
effectively revoking the logbook regulations by fiat. 


At your direction, OMB reversed its position and granted the FHWA 
provisional approval for the continued use of the logbook forn. 
Since that time, FHWA has been conducting a review of the logbook and 
its effectiveness as an enforcement tool in policing violations of the 
hours of service regulations for interstate truck drivers. The 
Regulatory Reform Task Force, headed by Vice President Bush, has — 
been involved in this review process. 


Against this backdrop, the comments of Mr. Boyden Gray, Legal 
Counsel to the Vice President, at the February 4, 1982 press briefing, 
were of great interest. We were pleased to note Mr. Gray stated, "... 
there's no suggestion that there should not be logs," but the remainder 
of his remarks and those of Mr. DeMuth raised some uncertainty as to the 
intended direction of the Administration in this area of vital interest 
to our organization. 


As we pointed out in our telegram of July 30, 1981, the driver's 
log has been the principal compliance tool for the hours of service 
regulations since 1939. Of course, the mere longevity of a regulatory 
device is no indicator of its effectiveness. But neither is a desire to 
reduce paperwork good reason to discard a proven enforcement tool 
without a replacement of equal or greater usefulness. 
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Thousands of truck accidents each year are caused by judgment 
error, inattentiveness or reduced reaction time due to driver fatigue -—- 
fatigue often caused by excessive and illegal hours of driving without 
rest. And the realities of our present economic condition dictate that 
certain drivers operate every possible moment, even in violation of the 
law. Without the driver's logbook, State and Federal authorities will 
- find enforcement of the hours of service regulation - a difficult task 
at present - virtually impossible. 


OMB must not be allowed to sacrifice highway safety in the search 
for a "less burdensome" regulatory system. I ask you to intercede on 
our behalf and for the sake of those who use our highways. 

As always, we stand ready to assist you in any way possible to 
increase highway safety. 


Sincerely, 


Williams 
General President 
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